Dear Mr. Tsipras,








  
                  21 May 2012.
"Give me where to stand and I will move Greece" (by analogy of Archimedes).

Until recently, I was unaware of your existence. That changed with the elections of 6 May, which I followed thoroughly. Greece's political landscape had a completely different picture. Old political parties decreased, new political parties rised. But can that be regarded as a result of wisdom? 
A new crop of politicians could be of great help if they are willing to follow and to embrace the right policies and virtues and if they are able to let join the people. 
Except Archimedes and Aristoteles, also other intellectuals flashed through my mind. To mention a few: Locke, Hayek, Kant, Marx, Durkheim and very special and actual Jürgen Habermas and Michael Sandel.

To myself, I think of building of solid functioning institutions, of good interpretation and implementation of values as freedoms, social justice, social democracy and a social market economy and of qualities as temperance and prudence.
MEET ME
I'm a Dutchman, a former banker (Fortis) and since 2006 strongly involved in European values and affairs. I see Europe as a continent for citizens grown by dynamic events from the past as well as from recent times and as a set of countries with diversity, that can only achieve certain goals through cooperation.
Six years ago, a former Chancellor of Austria invited me to participate a 3-days international conference on the future of Europe  and I landed in the middle of the European power landscape. Since that time I focus my activities physically and spiritually on Europe's prosperity and welfare to respond to social obligations. And, also given the crises, from 2011 even full-time.

To give activities authority, FeelingEUROPE Foundation was established. European values and affairs were brought more in front in order to develop more sympathy and involvement and to inspire to think along and to take part with Europe. The foundation promotes (knowledge about) European values and affairs, takes position as nexus between citizens and institutions, delivers resonance, provides presentations, participates in conferences, meetings, workshops, presentations, seminars, symposia, does research work, is associate member of the Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence (Leiden University), maintains the website and generates an activities report.
CRUMBLING ERA
My first experiences with societies and decline are from about the year 2000, the second, more confronting, a lecture in April 2008 from George Soros on the credit crisis, the third the fall of Lehman Brothers and since then things went backwards very fast.
I needed time to understand and to recognize the serious impact of the events, that grew from a financial crisis to a public debt crisis, an economic crisis and finally to a crisis of confidence. The West on the retreat?

Due to fulfill the foundations goals, I was also in Athens. On 15th June 2011, during the riots, tear gas and petro-bombs, I participated the 2-days event 'Greek Power Summit' with Steve Forbes and a group of  Greek people in a hotel at Syntagma Square in order to help Greece rebuild and where it was tried with the best intentions to get Greece on a track.
In March 2012, I had as quick as lightning contacts with the Minister of Interiour and also with an expert of a leading Greek think tank.
Next to these efforts, the monthly published balance of payments are analyzed.
Now, and partly pushed by circumstances, I have to pay attention again to Greece.
ISSUES TO HANDLE
It is broad-based understand that only austerity will not bring the solution. Growth, reforms and adaptions is the other part of the fixing. In Greece as well as in other member states, hundreds of thousands of people (member of Parliaments, experts) are at work to find solutions, to deliver ideas, to give views, advices and not only in the context of money, but also in terms of moral support and from an attitude of solidarity. 
After carefully reading reports from your political party in newspapers and your letters to the Council of the European Union, the European Commission and the President of the ECB, I was rather surprised and shocked. I missed a clear and honest message to the Greek people and I did not find any practical (detailed) proposals or plans how you will solve Greece's home affairs (clientelism, bad tax collection, corruption, outflow of capital, all kind of free rides, cessation of payments of illegal payments,  ........., lack of growth, on reforms, no stimulus, investments in promising projects such as in energy and on innovations (e.g. digital agenda and low carbon vehicles).
Also after rise of Syriza and other wing parties, Greece's problems stays the same and can only be solved on one way: together, regardless of any party, by internal measures, through creating a stable environment that will attract investors and with external support and not by it to go against. And no great visions, but overlooked and achievable projects, where quick and tangible results for citizens is achieved. 
Give perspectives and let the people join.
I also refer further to Greece's location, demography, presence of raw materials, church of Greece in relation to sectors in the BoP, especially the current account.
Mark Greece as hub, a transit country of goods, services and energy between East and West. There are running already some projects with other member-states (e.g. Helios, cadastre). Greece has also many ngo's who can deliver information and knowledge. I invite to browse:

      -     amoung circa 20 think tanks, ELIAMEP
· universities
· Corallia                 (Hellenic Technology Clusters Initiative)
· IOBE                    (Foundation for Economic and Industrial Research)
· ISTAME               (on environmental and social exclusion issues)
· OccupiedLondon (a blog from the Greek streets)
· CERTH                (Centre for Research and Technology Hellas)

SUGGESTIONS

Furthermore I suggest:
· implementation of as much as possible pin-machines and electronic payment-systems
· a higher interest rate on savings in order to attract savings and to further discourage capital outflow
· a multi-day interactive festival with a formula in the broadest sense, accessible and affordable for private and public sector, a forum where people can become aware of the present phenomena's, where useful and new insights and views can grow, shared, acquired and used. Where clear and fair explanation on the situations is given and where both perspectives and concrete solutions are delivered.  

CLOSING

I fully realize that it is and it will not be as simple as stated above, but on national level steps in all directions have to be made to get a better balanced current account. It can hardly be the case that a country wants to receive money from other member states just like that and without doing any considerations. That is not realistic. Such a reasoning is implausible and can never last long.
But above all, join! Not only Greece is in crisis, also other (non) member states in the EU. For European societies the notion should be that it takes at least 10 years before improvement is reached. 
The debt mountain, substance and complexity of problems, shrinking of the European population and the current lack of real political will to cooperate are reasons for that. 
Go once to Brussels and have a look at the functioning of the EU institutions. Both sides can have profit of it and it can contribute to needed new states of matter and form. 
Europe has to find her spirit of mind again. 
